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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS
Eileen F. Donoghue is Assistant Professor of Mathematics Education at Teachers
College, Columbia University. Her interests in international education, the mathe-
matical education of the gifted, and the history of mathematics education have led
to the preparation of a number of works spanning these fields including ‘‘Brief
Tenure But Lasting Influence: Baron Lora´nd Eo¨tvo¨s and the Budapest Kolle´gium’’
(1997), available from the Program in Mathematics at Teachers College, and ‘‘The
Emergence of a Profession: Mathematics Education in the United States, 1890–
1920,’’ included in the forthcoming National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
reference work, A Recent History of Mathematics Education in the United States
and Canada.
David Fowler is a Reader in Mathematics at the University of Warwick, where he
has been since 1967, the year after its first intake of undergraduates. He is principally
interested in Greek mathematics, on which he has published The Mathematics of
Plato’s Academy: A New Reconstruction (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1987, 2nd ed.
forthcoming), but he does have other interests. See, for example, his recent article
The Binomial Coefficient Function, American Mathematical Monthly 103 (1996),
1–17 (with better reproduced figures on http://www.maths.warwick.ac.uk/maths/
papers/ or ftp://ftp.maths.warwick.ac.uk/pub/papers/dhf), in which, among other
things, he observes that John Wallis is the only person he can find who, in his
Arithmetica infinitorum (1656), has encountered a most striking feature of this very
well-known function.
Giorgio Israel is Associate Professor of the History of Mathematics at the University
of Rome ‘‘La Sapienza’’ and a member of the Acade´mie internationale d’Histoire
des Sciences. His main fields of research are the history of mathematization in the
last two centuries and the history of modern Italian mathematics. Recent publica-
tions include The Invisible Hand: Economic Equilibrium in the History of Science
(1990) (with B. Ingrao) and La Mathe´matisation du re´el: Essai sur la mode´lisation
mathe´matique (1996).
Marta Menghini is Associate Professor in the Department of Mathematics at the
University of Rome ‘‘La Sapienza.’’ Her major fields of interest are the history of
Italian geometry in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and foundations and
mathematical pedagogy.
Eleanor Robson became interested in Mesopotamian mathematics while taking
David Fowler’s history of mathematics course as a mathematics undergraduate at
Warwick in 1989. She went to Oxford the following year to learn Akkadian and
was awarded a D.Phil. in 1995 for a thesis on Old Babylonian mathematics. A revised
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version, entitled Mesopotamian Mathematics, 2100–1600 BC: Technical Constants in
Bureaucracy and Education (Oxford Editions of Cuneiform Texts, 14), will be
published by Oxford University Press. After holding a Junior Lecturership in Ak-
kadian at Oxford, and initiating the Electronic Text Corpus of Sumerian Literature
with her colleague Jeremy Black, she is now a British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow
at the Oriental Institute, University of Oxford, and a Research Fellow of Wolfson
College, Oxford.
Gert Schubring is a member of the Institut fu¨r Didaktik der Mathematik, at the
University of Bielefeld, Germany. Besides the history of mathematics education,
his research interests focus on the history of mathematics and the sciences in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and on their broader cultural context. Recent
publications include the edited volume Hermann G. Graßmann (1809–1877)—
Visionary Mathematician, Scientist and Neohumanist Scholar (Dordrecht: Kluwer,
1996).
Risto Vilkko was born in Rovaniemi, in northern Finland, on the 11 January, 1969.
After graduating as a Master of Arts in 1995, he has been in the Department of
Philosophy at the University of Helsinki, lecturing on logic and argumentation
theory, assisting professor G. H. von Wright, and doing research for his doctoral
thesis on the revolutionary aspects of Gottlob Frege’s Begriffsschrift. He has pub-
lished on philosophy of mathematics and logic, dealing with the thought of Gottlob
Frege, Edmund Husserl, and Paul Bernays.
